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SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW :

I. Household and Family. I A I

Biographical information about 1nterv1ewee. name, present

address, birthdate, mantal status, year of marriage, : blrthplace.f.

/

How many years did you live in the house you ‘were. born?
Where did you live then? Did you ever move?
If 'so, do you remember why the family made these moves?

How many brothers and sisters did you have? -:- 2 d LTLuET D opcT
How .0ld was your father when you were born? :.:.— _— - .- ... .. ..
What was your father's occupation? «

Information on father's business/occupation. : -

Do you ever remember your father being out of work?

How old was your mother when you were born? 3 S RN :
Had she any jobs before she was married? . ;;Mey
Did she work after she was married or not? W"W W
~Part-time jobs? :

If she dld, who looked after the children whzle she worked? Lclen 1o

II. Domest:.c Routlne.- IR - . fr R
‘Please descrlbe your 11fe at home when you were a chlld, fmeowr oo o
‘when you finished school. - : o B Ll
“Please describe. the house you 11ved in; how the rooms were used :;: ci

- - -~

and what kind of furniture you had. WD BT el SrilLoTe

Did anyone else besides your immediate fam:.ly 1.1ve w:.th you? Teonliar o

Did you have any household help? I-Iow much d:.d your mother pay

-anyone to help in the house? ... LS ;~.-,--'~.—‘- o _a 'Z_/

Bousehold work: ‘provisioning, cooking, vegetable gardem.ng* Eraraie z”"“

cleaning; washing/laundering; mending and sewing family vardrobe
fires and heatrng, decorat1ng, repairs; .unprovements to the house. SLE

‘Who helped you to dress; undress, bathe, read to you,r —tell yon
stories; ‘help you with your studies? Did you-have: :regular tasks

to carry out to help your family? When d1d you start helplng out ;. ;'_' T

with household chores? . f‘ o - Lo eonIidoeanony
III.VMeals and Provxslon:mg..—:— W/ i %

Where ‘did the fam:Lly eat its meals? ) F At (AT e T

Who did the cooking? Where?. .~ 'Z/"/za% AR b Ea RN o S S
Describe some typical. menus for brea fast, 1 ch and dinner. k:,_, g

Sundays and holidays: did meals differ? Ll

- What foods were prepared at home :from scratch? What ﬂere bought?

Did you keep livestock; hens, pigs, goats? ..7.:Z. ucu wu;:. e d gz #
Dld t.he fam:.ly eat meals together? Descrlbe. _7;4&., ﬁﬂx
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II1I. Meals and PrOVlSlonlng—-COnt'd.;;Ztg/ﬁ'%ﬁff” j"//

v

winter, if any. Did'the_cook follow a seasonal -cdlendar in : ,ﬁ?

Describe canning, pickling, preserving foods and sﬁoragé fof}f,?}
canning and storing uprprovisions? ﬁ¢y

Tv. Family Activities.

" V4 Lt
Were birthdays celebrated? Describe. éfi/
were there musical instruments in the home; did:-anyone sing; was
the family music-making? Mec. Pobwew biel Lo dall
were there books in the house, O magazines? pid you use .the -library.,
or was one available? Newspapers. *é@yy&a@o“?ﬁzﬂ¢t D e
Festive days and celebrations. Describe. vl eya tvEil e
Do you remember a funeral in the family? a wedding? s s e
Family outings, shopping, visiting with friends-and;neighbors.Describe
pid you. ever go away for a holiday? Camping or-picnicking?:Describe._
. pid your family attend church? Describe where. ... - ° £ b

v. Politics.

. - L:\‘. s L - -
nid your father take an interest in politics? ﬂpﬂl?/éiﬁ‘ba*f’f‘*i
Do you remember what his views were? Why do you think he held Pl .
those views? - s Y et R L Pt
Do you remember what party he voted?

same guestions for your mothe#. - _'“L:'.;:;%%Zzgf%in
Vi. Parents"Interests. : ' éﬂ2b£ﬁ¢#¢f
- o L | -.{.7“.“.’,._..‘.“}

Wwhen your parents weren't working, how did they spend their time?
pid your mother have interests outside her home -and family?

what did she do when she went out? Did she ever go out to enjoy -
herself? Whom did she go with? el e WL P Sy
Wwhen did your father get home from work in the evening? -~ "~ ! el
How did he spend his time? Did he attend anyxclubs,:o;:community

groups? pid your mother belong to clubs OrI social groups? .-

g g

vII. Childhood Activities.

As a child, who did you play with? What gameS'did you‘play?
Ccould you play with anyone You pleased? P g RS T iy o i = A
How did you spend your free time? Did you have,any;hobbies?,;;;
pid you keep any pets? ' O e R T el Tt :
pescribe some of your activities: theater,'concerts,;church e E gt
groups,.social clubs? Did you have pocket money? - s ; e

 yIII. Community and Family Relationships. . .' /78 2
pid anyone -outside the home help your mother " 1look afiér’tﬁe'ﬁéﬁsé?f
‘In what ways? How often? . e it
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.Whatbrelativgs.of your father and mother do you remember 1iviﬁg
NERruyy TOr See'lng regularly? ?}f"‘“ "-/x_’/—tf‘f)»_'f.l.’_'.-_",*:,f —Z;_ ) — _{i‘; ~ ¥ Z_; %},/{’f_ & é: A
Did your parents hayve, fyiends? Where did they live? Wh i ‘

A L / L} 2l ? . When did vo
them? -é&cf/.»szﬁfgm¢, —_— 42;4244?7a:ﬂ£- y‘ ) Y‘F n
Were people invited to your home for meals or visits? szﬁ”ﬁ7%“ % ¢
People often say that in those days they made their own amusements;,
what sorts of activities fit this description (axs./ 7% < = Jlaw-fr— flecz.

: ff?:.pj/ Uy Pl rrie w0t (Al parfi o

Many people divided society into different social groups; in ydunﬁﬁuﬁ’
childhood, did you think some people belonged to .one group, and
some to another? Could you.tell me what the different groups were?

Were there different ethnic groupé living near you, in your community,
when vou were growing up? What groups did they belong to? Describe
them as much as you can remember? - : :

In the area you lived, who were considered the most "important"
people? Did your family come into contact with them? Why were they -
considered important? T SRR SR

Do you ever remember your parents having to struggle to make ‘ends
mect+?: Did they help poor, less fortunate people in any way? 3
-pid they belong to any philanthropic organizations, or church groups
whicii actively helped less fortunate people? : Vi

IX. School.

Where did you attend school? How many grades did you finish? -~

Did you attend college or university? If you attended school

for a degree, where?; subject studied; new friends, attitudes; - : -
social activities; how were women regarded at college in those days?

*X. Work History. : TR ek g
: continue to live at home,
After you left home, did you live alone/or with other peopleZ?: ..
what jobs did you have? Describe. e B Y O et IR ey
How much money did you earn? : F2 air ZiEL
How did you spend your spare time as a young woman/ young man?
what was your relationship with your parents like when you were
a single young adult? ek : Rl s

XI. Marriage. : . :
At what age did you marry? How long had you known your spouse then?: -
Describe your courtship: how long were you engaged; did you save up
money before getting married? Did your parents help you in .setting . -
up your home? Did you ever consider moving out of :the area;when-\
you got married? Where did you live when you got married? Did you.
move? Describe moves. LT g bee i L g

Yow ©ld was your spouse when you married? T el
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Bt d ﬁtj'/”/]ﬁf/:
4¢ XI. Marriage—-cont'd. ' : f VV'“ i «'fiﬁdé
3 . \/i' [ { - gl
}/

What ‘was your husband's job when you married? Descrlbe in deéa;}. = dJ?@
Did he have other jobs before or after that? — Tzl Lopirt ﬁﬂi4z
Did you work after marriage? If so, what dld youruhusband thln _&f'qﬂﬂﬁ
about your working? 4%

XII. Children.

Did you have any children? How many? Names and years of birxth. . %
Were your children born at “home? : _‘rri
If you needed advice on chlldrearlng, "who do you ask for help? W ol
Did your husband participate in childrearing? In what ways? 4%

'\“\ 7 . i sec - 2L
> G LBl g Family Life After Marriage. #J“’j;l'(t'(_ o 1l & ﬁt*
LAl et /f ht!
How did you manage the household after you were married? -Budgeting, -
money allocation, etc. How much did the husbanq earn How di youbdo&,‘
decide how the money was to be spent7 %{t 4» griel whetel specd L0
\/J Pes L.j‘ ’/*"f"z/d Lozt ‘”'"”Mq
If you worked, who looked after the children? ﬁffmd-‘ ﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁ”ﬁ;Q%Wb‘
Describe children's schoollng activities, educatlon early 11ves.;

XIV. Early commumty Life. 3 woclfu;f ~

Transportation w1th1n the county: descrlbe how you and your family
and friends got from one place to another, say, from Felton into
Santa Cruz, how long it took; what roads you. used/travelled. - -
Describe travelling around San Lorenzo Valley and other places 1n
the county during summer, winter, rainy season.

What kinds of conveyances did your family have when-you were - ia _
child? Did they have an automoblle later on?.What kind? - .- - -

% 4 24"1 ¥ }l -

Public Services: electricity, water, sewage, mail .service; §: 2 a?ﬁfﬂﬁéa
public library; schools, police. : ”Zigpy‘i ;
Medical care: local physicians; hospitals; 111nesses.r Descr1 {¢/£¥&g
.Any public figures you remember particularly well? Descrlbe.i; 1@45,-
Participation or knowledge of local politics? Social issues . 5.0 ,1
whlch concerned you or your family? R el (/,W A X
2

Drerribe what stores you shopped at; where you-bought foods,dﬂ#” /} 4

baked goods, shoes, clothing, hardware, furniture. - -- - P 7r
Descrlbe business district and things you remember - dlstlnctly._;_¢
L ‘[businesses, offices, banks, churches,attorneys, etc. I :
proer3 7€ Historic events: World War I: how and to what. degree aid the LT A
”C.afFlrsEtﬁﬁ?TH‘WH"affect your family, local businessess your communlty?
Great Depre551on? World War II? Same wguestionse:- Ticrrest.odd - 3

< o G a!’( [, [r-f g
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