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Watsonville Gets Bathing Whi
. Shatters all Traditions in
History of the City

ers, due to heavy rainfall in-this villey augmented by raging

[| “torrents from the San Benito country, Pajaro Valley and Wat. |/
| | *sonville passedg strentnousfahd lengthy day. Al records have
{] been eclipsed and never in the rémembrance of the oldest old

i — timer have the #vaters frim the river"2scded the town and val.
_
bl

! 1

ﬁNL Commencing with u.nugnm.ﬂv.mﬂonumum.m sudden rise of wat- _
, |
,

Bridges up River go oi...zmxoﬁ |
Guage Submerged--Water
Worics Loses Pipes

ley as in this instance’ The Witers fr S the river backed up to
a few feet-from the corner of Lake Avenue, and the beautiful
plaza was covered; Main street was a it er, ranging from a few

. " [ inches ic depth at Third stréet te several feet at kis end of the|; . . a
<Boats Land Passengers at Third| et "|'No Loss of Life Reporied--Close

1 Lower fluors of houses were submerged, stores were avash,

. hzn Emm: M%ﬁmmw.m.i f.qm wmﬁ , restaurants and saloons were compelled 1o susvend business, _ ﬁN%&M _..m MOmﬂm n.mmm.w.i N..rm

; Second street, Bridge strcet and Third were ru ining torrents ||

2 Clear to Lake Avenue 1| " Feumptoam on s puc o ey s o ot ent ||~ - STOIY 0F Hhe Deluge

bags and lumber, saved many thousand dellars worth of stock,
but in a number of instances the damage done is considerable.
Up the river many bridges were washed away and consider-
able damage done to property, while down toward the bay on
the otker side of the river the luckless inhabitants have evidently
kad a serious time, although no reports have been received.

. | To write of all the incidents and kappenings would require
coAnideai ) b, pages than the average mewspaper cortains, but in this
WATr T3] jssue will be found a resume of the variods occurrences, told as
tersely and at the same time as completely as possible.

alwavs e remembered in the history of Watso
.,“,_ Day ' and it will take a larger amount of water ¢
; : vo, covered the adjac

* San Juan railread bridge at Chitte
bridge adjacent both washed out, and but for the fact the two |
ja short distance below, the Southern Pacific bridee at Chittenden
would have bueen end rred and would have uudoubtedly gone alsa.

The new tri-county bridge, recently constructed by san Benito,
Santa Cruz and Monterer counties, at Stony Ford, went out also, ag
did the bridge at Aromas and at Beteville  beticpen Sargents
and Gilroy. The spur tracks at the Beter le bridge were also wash-
ed out, The new bridge went out in one pieee, practically, and land-

fis
[ villeas e
that which swept down the swollen T'aj

territory v
ory of the local residents the sights seen during the day.

Never before in the remembrance of the oldest
the sometimes placid Pajaro been m:,o:.”c to such p.p
of the distance reached may be gained from the muL:" vl
uatil boats could be rowed as far as the corner near :m. _ s
All the lower side of the city from Third street was practi-|

House. i g | «d on the flat below. Although there is no definite information on
3:4,__ cen of water, Stores along Main street will w___.?m m_os%m RELIEF FOR FLOOD SUFFERERS this7golnt, € was) sta TR N._%Haur_ e e Soa
b S : (P s . & in a very bad condi- . 4 = : ¥y b f p

~thousands of dollars and the city’s streets are in a very ¢ All persons needing assistance from the Relief Committee || }unce to recover the most of its and prevent an almost {otalloss.

tion in some places: ) will please apply at the committee. headquarters, No. 418 Main

it iav morning, as stated by The Register when its forms were street. Immediate attention will be w,?.num Donations of cash,

b Mam._fo:ﬂ“ d up, the Salsipuedes Creek broke its bazks a short dis-| | clothing, food supplies and rooms will be received at the same
eing locked up, Sals :

A report from San Juan by telephone last evening said a part of
the long bridge this side of Hollister was also waslied out. This is
a pile bridge and only a part of the superstructure was washed

tance above ihe cityl” The waters _.sm:nn.m aoﬁu ::.o:m.: :_n.ﬁ __Mt._m. place. ! away and may be easily replaced.
addition oato H.mu.noF...Ea then came in c&::ﬂ.u.?"u street from Wt et NNMHHM.. .QOREHHMM_ . PIPES OF WATER COMPANY TAKEN AWAY
e i, o, .n.....ﬁ._a o y . P. K. Watters, Chairman. . Steinhauser, Secretary, Owing to a rush of water down Brown's Valley and Corralitos
P =.ﬂ.r...,n. water everywhere and it is also true 3:..,2 was WILL CALL UPON BUSINESS MEN * [ereeks, 80 feet of the Aume in Corralitos and forty feet of water pipe
not a drop to dfiik, not even in the saloons. . Jhe committee appointed last night by Mayor Watters ﬂEoL in Brown’s Valley were washed out, which cuts of the supply from

. The crossing at Third and Main streets was the last ;mﬁ:rm m is composed of Attorney H. C. Wyckoff, J. D, Rickard and George'| the mountains, and leaves the reservoir with two days’ supply, only,
land on Main street, From there to the river the street M.h” M_W_M mm,... G. N&nrn..ﬂ.w: call upon the business men of Main street this morn. on rwnn. btm.u:cn is directed to a statement by the water company -, = <4
‘many of the stores were protgeted by hastily, nonmun.cﬁm M. : mw ing for moum:onu to the relief fund. There arehadreds of homeless |in this connection and peopl a lavish use of water P
built across the eutratices. The water was up w:....r..ﬂm..moo_. 0 u« ﬂ_w M people in E..G city at the présent time and all ."&..yrluv::onu should be until Tepairs_can .T...t..:amw. A e o I
" jarogValley Xational Bank, the pit of the Lyvie Thentra scas fall and | oy ng waiting the committes. . ety Jenklas came in. from Corralitos N night and said he.r T

Ry water o foot-above the entrapce floor; in the postoffice the _o‘wﬁ. CLOSE CALL FOR TWO SLAVONIANS . would have 85 mauy men at work making rebairs this mor ing as
ruwr%ﬁ.mn.: s it above the level; a stream fowed through the engine Two Slavonians at the Peckham raneh jn the Aromas country'he could possibly get on the job and hoped to elose the hreglks right
‘vcuﬁ. H:.ﬂr Mr—”,a deep at a _7.».._“._. elip; all the stores in that section |y o ¢thrilling experience yesterday mornitg. When the waters|away. The volume of water which rushed down Brown's Valley was
b ”ommw,rmm“,_ of muddy water 6n which here and there floated articles reached the house they fed for safety to an apple tree, where ther |considerable, and farm lands at the mouth of the canyon suffered,

which onee were on the shelvés, The water was up to the windows o% remained until nearly one o'clock Yesterday afternoon, having heéen [several of them being washed _u.nm_._... p E
Daly Brothers’ store; down farther Central Avenue was renamedt epand by the swirling waters from four in the morning, OQue of the Preliminary work on repairing the w.nmmﬁ started last night and
“(ntral Rapids' for the oceasion and on all sides were 3&1&.3 nmen was Dearly all in when the life saving crew arrived and eould | will continue today as fast as buman hands can accomplish tha re. :

of destroved property. : . ol not have held oyt much longer. It was feared serious r_oE_.:nm:o-.I sults.
: Main street from Maple avenue into Second a lively | eould oceur. [ Fr TR T .G i R e < il P e,




A )

~ e S0P R0 Q4N 1%, Dok even I the 3aloons e & !
_"The crossing at Third and Main straets “was the last vestige of
land on Main street. From there to the river the street was flooded,
many of the stores were protected by hastily gonstructed bulkheads
built across thelenfrances. The water Was up ty the foor of the Pa-
JaroNialley National, Bank, the pit.of the. LyriZ - spses was Tull 2nd
. ,nm%.wﬂw"mn,m_.?imoma the entrance 00r; in ‘the postoffice the Tower
"'boxes wers just above the leval; a'stream flowed through the engine
house two feot deep at a lively clip; all the stores in that section
were seas of muddy water §n which here ang there floatéd articles
which onee were on the shelves. The water was up to the windows of
Daly Brothers” store; down farther Central Avenue was renamed
. *‘Central Rapids"’ for the occasion aad on all sides were evidences
“of destroyad proparty. L
Through Main street from Maple avenue into Second a lively
stream found its way and even Third street resembled a small sized
eraek, the water coming up to the very floor of The Register orfice.
First strest, Bridge street and the lower ends of Third, Secoad,
Union, Marchant and all of the strests in the lower end of town
including Pine and Locust were impassible,

Main street presented a sight strangs to those who saw ¥at
which will always remain in their memory, The stores as far up- as
the hardwars department of the Charles Ford Company wars all
barricaded by bulkheads, thrown up with a few boards and sand,
The bulkheads did good work and many of the stores and establish-
m=ats as far down as the California Restaurant were suceessful in
keeping out the water,

In the gutters along Main street the water backed up to Laka
Avenue and oo all the side streets the gutters ware full. Pedestrian
teafie was rendered impossible on the sidewalks at the farther eml of
the Mansion House and from there everybody took to the street,

All day long men protectad by rubber boots, boats, saddls
horses and buggiss were in the street and served as the only com.
wmunication between those in the stor along the streets.

The plaza was a sea of water with here and there a few fowers
or benches appearing above, On the front lawn, “0ld Bot ¥ stood
guard while the water erawlad to within a few inches of its pedes
tal. The paths and lanes wers more like streams and cresks and the
lawns will this moraing find a fine coat of sediment left for them to do
good work during the coming year,

As long as the Hood remained at its Leight the last bit of visible
bitumen on Main street and the Mansion House steps served as vant-
. &g points for the big erowd which had appear=d despite the weath-
er to ese one of the history-making epochs of the vallay.

d the studants
og and jostling
as the waters

The scho dismissed during the morning an
Jjoined in the throngs which wers continually pressi
. to gain sight of the stream and following it up
receded,
All business was suspended for the day in mos: of the stores
“and from Third street to the river but little business eould have
been done on aceount of the fact every store was an island within
jteels, 3
: SOL ALEXANDER IS A PROPHET

~ Sol Alexander is a sort of prophet. At least he had a great hunch
Monday. Sol falt a storm coming up—it doesn’t make any diference
Fwhether it was rhewnatiz or not—and he telephoned an order for
wading boots to the city at four o'closk. An hour later tha order
“was fillad and the case arrived ¥esterday morning in time to be ship.
ped over and as a result ths supply was augmented.

Wading boots and rubber boots were at @ premium yasterday, All
stores handling them sold out and by moon there wasn't a pair in
fown. Tt is estimated between $2500 and'$3000 worth changed
hands during the day.

. a0 Wikl CALL UPON maumumm,ﬁz e
- {JTbe committee appointed last night by Ma; T Watters whigy
is composed of Attorney H. C. Wyckoff, J. D. w...hmwz..a and George™
G. Radcliff will call upon the business men of Malr street this .Homﬁu.
Ing for donations %5 the relief fund. 'Thera arq I [Feds of - Nomalegs
people in this city at the present time and g iar uld
found waiting” the cammitiss, - ¢ ~ b NY i
] CLOSE CALL FOR TWO SLAVONIANS = - H Y

Two Slavonians at the Psckhawm ranch in ths ‘Aromas country
Had a thrilling experience yesterday morning. When the waters
reached the house they flad for safety to an apple tree, where they
remained until pearly onz o’eloek yesterday afternoon, having been
treed by the swirling waters from four in the worning.  Oue of the
men was nearly all in when the lifs suving eraw arrived and could
not have held out much loager. It was H.mz?...,_ serious complications
would occur, for the man’s jaws wera set and he could not speak,
The other one was in fairly good shape, although chilled to the cora,
His companioa revived last evening under the induence of stimulants,
and will doubtelss be all right by this morning.

Both men wers wat to the hips when they elimbed the trea, and
their suferings later on, deprived of axsreise as they ware, wers very
intense,

It wrs reported last night a man was treed in the Allison or.
| rd where he had been all day and a rescus party was about to

l2ave Aromas to bring him in, when ths
ceived.

felephone message was ra-

OLD TIME STORIES LAID ON SHELF

The old timers, like Jim Kitchen, “*Dad” Coffman and the bal.
anee have had a erimp put in them by the breaking of all rscords by
this flood. It used to be either one of them could “‘hang it on’* the
younger generations by alluding to the high water of 32 or '64, and
whenever the vourg folks startsd to tal about high water, either
one could hark hack to the old days when Salsipuedes eresk and the
river formed a combination and sent the water kiting to the plaza
corner. But now the roungest of us have a chanee to get even, The
floods of ancient daxrs wers mearely little showers as compared to this.

Sad to relate, in futurs, or untii he can grow a mew crop, this
locality will have to depend on the weather bureau for its prognosti-
cations.  All of Kite 's fr w drowned yasterday, Kitchen's
frogs were not water frogs, but trae frows, and water overcams them.
It is said Jim provided most of them with life presarvers, but they
did not know how to operate them and perished. One of them floated
past th: Mansion House at three in the afternoon, making a hard
struggle for life, but succumbed to a whirlpool in front of
er's across the straot,

WIRES DOWN IN ALL DIRECTIONS

Wires were down yesterdar in all dir ions. Tha Western Un-
ion was out of commission, the telephons peopls had nothing betiwaen
here and Santa Cruz nor San Fran co and only one lins open, that
heing to Salinas, i

Late in the afternoon the Associated Press correspondent got a
wire to Salinas and thence by wayTof San Jose to San Franeiseo, and
gave out the story, and was fortunate ezough to get a follow up story
on the wire last night.

There ars a great many Watsonville p2ople in San Franeisco at
present and all ara interested, besides the story is of general interest
to the stat2 and country at large. ’

The telephone company had trouble with outside wirss all day
long, and early in the day sent a craw to thé Chittendon grade to
make repairs to the lines, When the men got thera they found the
road four feet under water, with poles leaning in all directions.

FIVE BRIDGES WERE WASHED OUT

Chris Langermann came over from his ranch at Chittenden yes-

terday afternoon, riding a horse over the hills,"the Chittanden grade

exand-

being four f2et under water. 3

ans shatld by _mwmﬂn. rep

R 4 T TV CET A S T e R WULLGLIWUS
n”nmmwm. 90 feet of the flume in Corralitos and forty feet of water pipe -
in Brown’s Valley were washed out, which cuts off the supply from !
the mountains, and leaves the reservoir with two days’ supply, only,
6n hand. ion is di

S B . T e e

Attention is directed to a statement by the water company -

La & u 4

.m.....m,&. conncetion and people are enj

‘?m._.qu.mnwmuu..mwsm Ehnaino_._.&:em,_wmnmmrw mEm n..._murw.
would have as many men at work making Lﬂv&uu this morning a3~
he could possibly get on the job and hoped to close the breaks right
away. The volume of water which rushed down Brown’s Valley was’
considerable, and farm lands at the mouth of the canyon suffered,
several of them being washed badly. !
Preliminary work on repairing the braaks started last night and
will continue today as fast as human hands can accomplish the re-
sults, X S|
‘ GILROY AND HOLLISTER IN DARKNESS .
Gilroy and Hollister were without light and power last night,
as these two towns depead on Watsonville for their current. This
town has really four sources of supply, three eminating in Santa Cruz
and the mountains above and one on Walker street, During ths
morning hours the current was supplied by the loen! station, while in
the afternoon and during the nizht it eame from Sunta Cruz. The
local light and power company had men at work constantly, but it
it were not for the fact that they can draw on four different sources
it is more thad probable that Watsonville would have been darlk
last night. .
Down at the gas works there was all kinds of trouble. Extra
men were put to work to keep the water ont, and it was only by
dint of hard work that the company was able to continue to supply
Fas.

MAYOR WATTERS HAS NARROW ESCAPE

Mayor Watters had a vary narrow esenps from drowning while
making a professional eall on First street. He had two men row
him to the house, but an oar was lost and the current then played
with the boat as if it wers a chip. The tiny craft was upset and
the swift current carried the doctor straight for a telegraph pole.
He grabbed the pole with both arms and commenced to climb, The
other men also mads for t pole and soon all three were perched
high and dey. They stayed there half an hour bsfore being finally
reseurd. The water at that point was ovar their heads,

HORSES HAVE NARROW ESCAPE

Six horses belonging to Frank Silva were in five fset of water
from early yesterday morni 2 till 4 o’clock in the aftarncon. The
Silva barn is located on Bridgs straet, and the water rose so rapidly
there that before any one thought of the horses, it seemed impos-
sible to reach them. Several at mpts were made to rescue the ani-
uais but failed.  Finally two daring men made the teip on horse
back, and swith axes broks down the fones and barn door. Tha
horses were cut loose and immediately started to swim down Bridge
street. They got on their feet at Main and then started on a wild
rug up the street but were finally caught on Rodriguez strest.

STRENUOUS DAY FOR JULIUS AND JOSEPH

Tosterday was a strenuous one for the Coast Counties Lizht &
Power Co. The supplies from the high hills were cut off and the
engine and machinery at the local plant under water, so recoufse was
had to Santa Cruz. :

During the day the irires want down at Big ereek and there was
1o possibility of gatting them across the raging torrent of the San
Lorenzo, e

Finally one of the officials conceivad the idea of borrowing one of

the small cannon from the nmaval ressrves, and this wes placed in
commission, the result being a rope was shot across the stregm at
theedrst attempt and the wire pulled ovér and the connsetion mage,

(Continued on Page Four.)
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