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Jane    Circa 1915

Joe     Circa 1912



Jane in El Monte        9 March 1947

Joe in El Monte         9 March 1947



1929 Chevy and corn crib.    23 April 1953

Back of Balvin home, woodshed, and old Case tractor
cab.       27 April 1953



Barn on Balvin Farm         Summer 1979

Outhouse and tractor on Balvin Farm            Summer 1979



Balvin Farm near Tyndall, South Dakota                  22 September 1954

Joe and Jane in their living room with Mimi Reaves visiting.   22 September 1954



Joe and Jane in their living room               3 July 1958

Jane in her kitchen             22 September 1954



House on Balvin Farm              June 1976

House on Balvin Farm                June 1976



Balvin Farmyard looking from house            June 1976

Balvin Farmyard looking from barn               June 1976



Barn on Balvin Farm.  Nancy, Mark & Diane Aldridge in foreground     June 1976

Mark, Nancy & Diane Aldridge approaching granary on Balvin Farm     June 1976



Windmill on Balvin Farm     June 1996

Windmill on Balvin Farm    June 1996



Cistern Pump on Balvin Farm       June 1996

Joe with Mike Bussey           June 1976



Ray & Lelia Wordehuf with Jane and Joe          1932

1929 Chevy and old garage           1948
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Grandma Anna Balvin and Grandpa John Balvin seated.
Benda children standing.       Circa 1904

(L to R) Grandpa John Balvin, Grandma Anna Balvin holding Edward (Ed), Emil, Rose,
Emaline (Emma), Joe, Frank, and ?    Circa 1905



Benda Family (Grandpa John Balvin’s sister seated) Circa 1915

Grandpa John Balvin    Circa 1916



Uncle Frank Balvin            Circa 1920

Uncle Ed Balvin       Circa 1920



(L to R) Joe with his brothers, Ed and Frank, with his horses at Frank’s farm.
Circa 1920

(L to R) Ed Balvin, Frank Balvin, (?), (?), and Grandma Anna Balvin in car.
Emil Balvin and Emaline (Emma) on running board.      Circa 1925



Grandma Anna Balvin       Circa 1939

Grandma Anna Balvin      Circa 1940



(L to R) Romaine, Uncle Emil Balvin, Hayes Balvin
(Uncle Ed’s son) Joe, Uncle Frank Balvin, and Joe’s

Uncle Tony (Anton) Balvin.    August 1955.



JANE’S

FAMILY



The Gaelic name which is now most commonly found in English as TIERNEY was 0'Tighearnaigh.  In Gaelic the word
“tighearna” means “lord”. and “tighearnach” means “lordly”. O'Tighearnaigh means “the descendant of the lordly person”.

The family traces descent back to Eochaidh Muigmheadhoin, 124th Milesian King of            Ireland in the 4th century
and ancestor of Uia Nialls. Three distinct septs are found in ancient genealogies.  We may classify them as (i) the TIERNEYS
of Fermanagh, (ii) the TIERNEYS of Mayo, and (iii) the TIERNEYS of Westmeath.

The Fermanagh TIERNEYS belong to Cineal Eoghain, being descended from Eoghan, Son of Niall of the Nine
Hostages, the founder of the northern Uia Niall race.  They were kinsmen of the O’Neills of Tyrone.  These were chiefs of
Fermanagh, and from this district members of the family spread northward to County Donegal.

The Galway sept of TIERNEYS have a common ancestor in Fiachra, the brother of Niall of the Nine Hostages and
founder of the Ui Fiachrach race, to which many of the Connacht families belong.  These TIERNEYS were lords of Carra in
County Mayo.  Over the centuries members of this branch spread into Counties Galway, Clare, Limerick and Tipperary.

The TIERNEYS of Westmeath belong to the Southern Ui Niall race who likewise had a common ancestor in Niall of
the Nine Hostages.

The sept which appears most often in Irish annals in the numbers of celebrated men was the TIERNEYS of Carra.
Florence O’Tierney was Bishop of Kilfenora in 1273.  An O’Tierney monument in St. Nicholas’ Church, Galway dates back
to 1580 A.D.  Another TIERNEY chieftain who was attainted for hie loyalty to King James after the defeat of the Stuarts in
1691 was likewise from Galway.  The famous orator, politician and colleague of Burke and Fox in the English Parliament.
George Tierney (1761-1830), was the son of a Limerick man as were also Sir Matthew Tierney (1776-1845) and Sir Edward
Tierney (1780-1856).

In the United States, Most Reverend Michael Tierney (1842-1908) was Bishop of Hartford, Connecticut, from 1894-
1904.  Father Richard Henry Tierney (1870-1928) was a noted editor of “America”.  In our own time, Doctor Michael Tierney,
A Galway man, is President of the National University in Dublin.



























Jane       Circa 1895

Jane and her sisters, Catherine Elizabeth (Kate) and Mary Ann (Mame),
and her brother Owen Francis.                              Circa 1895



Grandma Tierney (nee Mary Ann McGuire)
Circa 1880



(L to R) James Tierney, Mary Ann Raabe with young Raabe, Grandpa Tierney,
Grandma Tierney, Francis Tierney, Etta Gertrude Tierney.            Circa 1916

Grandpa Owen Tierney and Grandma Mary Ann Tierney
Circa 1916



Looking north into County Sligo at Curlew Hills.      3 August 1987

Janet with Lake Arrow in the background.  Taken at a Lay-By (roadside stop) in the
Curlew Hills looking north into County Sligo.    3 August 1987



Scenic view looking west from Tipperary Town.  County Tipperary.   5 August 1987

Scenic view along N24 in County Tipperary near Clonmel.    5 August 1987



County Meath countryside.  Taken from N3 at Boyne Drive
(between Dunshaughlin and Navin).   6 August 1987

Janet in driveway to Slane Castle in County Meath.   6 August 1987



Looking east at County Meath countryside, from Slane Hill.    6 August 1987



THE

CHILDREN



Romain, Evelyn and Bill with Grandpa Balvin           Circa 1916



Jim       Circa 1921/1922

Jim            Circa 1932



(L to R) Jean and Joan on South Dakota Farm
 Circa 1928

(L to R) Joan and Jean          Circa 1932



(L to R) Back Joan, Jim and Jean.  Front John and Janet.  
     Circa 1929

Janet with flower.     Circa 1932



Janet and John with Pal on South Dakota Farm.    
Circa 1936

(L to R) Joan, Jim and Jean in back.  John and Janet in
front.   Circa 1937



(L to R) Jim, Joan, Romain, Janet, Jean and John.  Taken at Jean’s home in
Tyndall, South Dakota.   10 January 1987

BALVIN FAMILY REUNION AT BIDWELL MANSION STATE HISTORIC PARK IN CHICO,
CALIFORNIA.          13 August 1988

(L to R) Jim, Jean, Joan, Jack, Bill, Romain, Janet, Evelyn



Janet by 1929 Chevy.           27 April 1953

Janie and Cres Aldridge on old McCormick tractor.
Old garage and barn in background.   27 April 1953



Tyndall High School                      21 September 1954

Daisy Valley School                              21 September 1954



Cres, Jim and Dan Aldridge in the chicken pen on the Balvin Farm.   4 July 1958

Cres, Jane, Dan and Jim Aldridge; Connie, Peggy, Dennis, Bobby and Tom Beringer;
in sand pile outside chicken house on Balvin Farm.  Corn crib in background. 

4 July 1958



JANUARY 1982 FAMILY REUNION AT TONY AND MARIE RUSSO’S HOME IN DUBLIN, CALIFORNIA (Left to Right)
Standing: Tony Russo (Marie’s husband), Wanda (Evelyn’s daughter), Nancy (Janet’s daughter), Renee (Marie’s daughter), Verla (Bill’s
wife), Bob Aldridge (Janet’s husband), Janet, Charles “Jack” Jackson (Evelyn’s husband), Evelyn, Grace and Bill Vander Kooi (in-laws on
Evelyn’s first husband’s side of family), Bill, John.
Seated in chairs: Charmaine (Wanda’s daughter), Mavis Balvin, Brian (John’s son), Helen (Romain’s wife), Romain, Stephanie (Evelyn’s
daughter).
Seated on floor: Pamela and Tammy (Wanda’s daughters), Willie (Stephanie’s son), Marie (Evelyn’s daughter), Diane (Janet’s daughter).

JANUARY 1987 FAMILY REUNION AT TONY AND MARIE RUSSO’S HOME IN DUBLIN, CALIFORNIA (Left to Right)
Standing: Austa (Dick’s wife), Dick (Romain’s son), (?), Tony Russo (Marie’s husband). John, (?), Denise (Romain’s daughter), (Denise’s
husband and son), Bob Aldridge (Janet’s husband), Janet.
Kneeling: Mavis Balvin, (?), Marie (Evelyn’s daughter).
Sitting on couch: Romain, Helen (Romain’s wife), Evelyn, Jim, Charles “Jack” Jackson (Evelyn’s husband).
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