CONSCRIPTION & CONSCIENCE UPDATE #6
14 September 2005

Dear Family & Friends,

This update seems to be more of the same. However, there are ongoing developments and intensifying
activity which | will try to outline. It behooves a conscientious objector to be conversantly familiar with
the military activities that are taking place.

One other thing that has come up since the last update isthe “1 Will Not Kill” pledge sponsored by the
Fellowship of Reconciliation. | strongly recommend that you check into it at http:/Avww.iwillnotkill.org
The pledge can be downloaded and sent to FOR by US Postal Service or you can make the pledge
or-line. It will be kept in FOR' sregistry of conscientious objectors. Having this on file will be vauable
if some day you have to prove that you object to war. BE SURE TO KEEP A COPY OF
EVERYTHING — pledge, correspondence, notes, etc. —in you persona CO file.

The San Francisco Chronicle noted on August 14™ that “Pacifist churches are organizing for

res stance — the May issue of Quaker Life advised readersto lay the foundation for conscientious
objector status by participating in church and peace events. ... Nodraftnoway.org lists the draft threst
as‘devated, noting: ‘ Reingtatement of the draft is likely soon, despite what paliticians clam. We must
begin building a movement now to sop it!"”

Agan, | hope this update will be hepful.

Loveto dl of you,

Bob/Dad/Grampa
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STUCK IN IRAQ

| consider the Situation in Irag as directly affecting whether or not there will be a draft in the near future.
Occupying Iragq is straining the military personnel strengths. 1t is not just the 138,000 US troops there
at present, but the continual rotation that is taking the toll. People who for various persona reasons
have signed up in the Army (regular, reserve, or nationa guard) and Marines (regular or reserve) now
face avery different Stuation than they expected at the time of enlisment. Even aone-year dint in Irag
rases havoc with a person’s life — employment, family, psychological effects, etc — providing he or she
isnot killed or wounded. But facing continual rotations essentialy cancels any hope for a decent
career. This has hurt the recruiting of replacements, which will be discussed below. But, regarding
Irag, the Stuation there is not hopeful. Terrorism and militiaintimidation are escalating, the formation of
aresponsble Iragi government has stagnated, and the conflicting estimates of troop numbers required
indicates disunity and disorganization in the Bush adminidration.



Escalating Terrorist and Militia Violence.

The August combat death toll of 74 US troopsiis the highest this year and the third highest since the war
began. (The two months that were higher were April 2004 and November 2004 in which the US
launched full-scale attacks againgt Al-Fdlujah.) Attacks on US convoys with roadside bombs have
doubled over the last year. Killing members of Irag’s security forces has tripled since January and an
estimated 4,000 civilians have been killed in Baghdad since April 28", A series of bombings and
rocket attacks in Baghdad today (September 14™) killed at least 141 people. Al-Qaidain Iraq claimed
respongbility and said a series of suicide bombings werein retdiation for US atack on Tall Afar.

Sunni_Insurgents continue to dominated most of the towns bordering the Euphrates River, such as Al-
Qam, Al-Hadithah, Al-Haglaniyah, Hit, Ar-Ramandi, and Al-Fdlujah which are dl in Irag’ slargest
province of Al-Anbar, the center of guerrillaresistance. But getting to them islike trying to manacle an
octopus with asingle pair of handcuffs —when a cuff is moved to another tentacle the one just released
swingsinto action. Likewise, the guerrillas pull out when the US attacks and then come back in later.
Lt. Cal. Tim Mundy in Al-Qaim said: “It doesn’'t do much good to push them out of these areas only to
let them go back to areas we' ve dready cleared. ... We go back to camp and then we get reports that
they’ ve come back in.” Marine Colond Stephen Davis says“I don't think of thisin terms of winning”
but asawar of attrition. He says he expects the insurgency to last for years. Al-Anbar Province isthe
drategic center of the country and must be controlled for afunctioning Iragi democracy to be possible.

Al-Qaidain Irag, led by Jordanian Abu Musab Zargawi, is anti-government and anti-US. It is made
up of both Iragis and foreign fighters. Early this month (September) they wrested control of large
sections of Al-Qam, akey border town about 200 miles west of Baghdad but only two miles from the
Syrian border. Officias and supporters of the new Iragi government have been executed. Strict
Idamic law has been set up in the occupied area and residents are fleeing the city. US Marines are
outside the city but do not have enough forces to confront Al-Qaida of Irag. On September 5™, Al-
Qadaof Irag dso made adaylight attack on the Interior Ministry in Baghdad — the ministry which
controls Iragi police forces and paramilitaries.

Shiite and Kurdish Militias are on the pro-government side, but they areillegd. They ssemtobea
shadow force for the Iragi security forces which carry out extra-legd activities such as abductions,
assassindions and other acts to intimidate the anti-government population. Although pro-government,
they operate on their own authority to cresate a climate of fear and are not accountable to any elected
offidas. Asthe Washington Post Foreign Service saesit: “Ther growing authority has enabled them
to control territory, confront their percelved enemies and provide patronage to their followers.”

Whereas the Sunni insurgency and Al-Qaidain Iraq operate in the center of the country dominated by
Sunnis, these militias are consolidated in the Shiite south and the Kurdish north. They are centered in
the cities of Basra (Shiite) and Mosul (Kurdish).

Although these militias do operate independently on their own, they sometimes seem to overlap or have
some connection with the Iragi police force that is funded and trained by the US. The US denies any
role in supporting these militias.



In Basra, Iraq' s second largest city of 1.5 million, there have been about 65 assassnations since May.
It has been reported that some were carried out by men wearing police uniforms and driving police
vehicles. The provincid governor admits the Shiite militia has penetrated the police force and another
officid estimates that as much as 90% of the loca police force of 13,600 could belong to the militia.
Basra police chief, Hassan Sawadi, clams to have lost control over 75% of hisforce and that
militiamen are using their positionsto nate opponents. Shortly after thet the Interior Ministry
ordered Sawadi not to speak in public.

In the northern part of the country, centered in Mosul, Irag' s third largest city with a population of one
million, Kurdish militiamen have picked up hundreds of opponents during raids and off the streets and
jaled them in a system of secret detention centers. Government and political leaders who threaten
Kurdish interests have been intimidated and beat up.

When the 7,000-man Mosul police force collapsed last November, Kurdish fighters entered the
picture. They now dominate the Iragi Army in that region with four Kurdish battalions. Consequently,
these militias have been described as operating nomindly under the US-backed Iragi Army. The
militiamen further claim that their network of secret detentions centers were initiated by the Irag
government with the OK from the US military.

The UN’s bi-monthly human rights report, released September 8th, sounded the darm on mounting
violence throughout Irag and blamed pro-government militias for torture in police stations and
extrgjudicia executions. The report stated: “ Corpses gppear regularly in and around Baghdad and
other areas. Mogt show signs of torture and appear to be victims of extrgudicia executions” The
report noted that some incidents were reported after the victim having been arrested by security forces
under the Minigtry of Interior, and continued: * Serious alegations of extrgudicia executions....
underline a deterioration in the Situation of law and order.” Anti-government Sunni insurgents are dso
accused of mass killings of both civilians and security personndl.

A Stalled Constitution.

It is difficult to follow and understand the processin drafting the Iragi condtitution. The August 15
deadline (discussed in the last update) was presented as absolutely critical to meet in order to
accommodate the US schedule for ections and possible withdrawal of troop. But it dipped by and
another deadline was set for aweek later. Findly, ten days later, on August 25", amid much media
fanfare, a draft congtitution was presented to parliament. Then it was reported that parliament accepted
the condtitution on August 28", Subsequent discussion revedled that some articles were till being
debated and that negotiations were far from over. That was followed by announcements of
compromise and it now gppears that a referendum on the congtitution will take place in October
followed by a parliamentary eection on December 15™.

But hasit really been accepted? Sunni negotiators on the drafting committee have regjected certain
provisions and threaten to defeet it in the referendum. I two-thirds of the vote in just three of Irag’'s
provinces regject the condtitution in the October referendum, the document is dead (the anti-congtitution
Sunnis have amgjority in four provinces).



Another diverson tactic isthat PR releases have steered the media toward the religious debate — Shia
law vs. democratic vote, and whether the congtitution would relegate legidation to the Koran. Very
little has been said in the American media about economic and socid guarantees in the congtitution, and
those are contested aswell in Irag. Herbert Docena of the Asia Times has published along and
informative andyss of how the current draft condtitution evolved. | will recap it briefly here from Asia
Times and other papers without going into al the behind-the-scenes manipulation by US officids.

After Irag was conquered, the US set up aprovisona government of peopleit chose and those people
enacted laws the US wanted. Then an eected government took over and a committee was appointed
to draft a condtitution. Thefirst draft that became public last June 30" practically upset the entire
sructure of law set up under the provisional government. It declared that al resources, including ail,
would be owned collectively by the Iragi people and be used to provide every one of them with an
educetion, hedth care, housing and other socia services. The draft declared that “ Socid justice isthe
basis of building society.” It also stated that work isthe right and duty of every citizen and that the State
is respongble for providing work or pay each person asdary if there is good reason they cannot work.

Then the US influence went to work. In a July 20™ draft the social justice provisions disappeared.
People could not be prevented from using their property “except within the boundaries of the law.”
Education and socid services were guaranteed “within the limits of their resources” Theright to private
ownership was guaranteed “without limitation.”

Then thefind August 25" draft was introduced to parliament. It provided the right to own property
“except what is exempted by law.” It provided work as aright and that government would regulate
employee-employer relations on an economic basis while consdering socid justice. Educetion isaright
regulated by the state asis hedlth care. Individuas and associations can build hospitas, dispensaries,
and private clinics under Sate supervison. There were articles committing the state to fighting terrorism
and guaranteeing free trade among provinces and regions. Oil and gas were declared the property of
the Iragi people but the federd government aong with the producing provinces will decide on how they
should be developed, using “the most modern techniques of market principles and encouraging
investment.”

Those economic and socid aspects of the condtitution, dong with provisons for Idamic law, make the
congtitution unacceptable to many. On the other hand, rgjecting it could very well be aformulafor civil
war.

Vacillating Reports of Troops Needed.

There are currently about 138,000 US troops in Iraqg (including about 25,000 Marines). These,
together with troops from other nations, add up to some 160,000 total foreign troops in that country.
Thiswar isnow costing America $6 billion a month, mainly because of the Pentagon’ s reliance on
expensve private contractors for tasks such as security.

Inthelast Update | reported that Lt. Gen. John R. Vines, who runs the day-to-day multinationa
military operationsin Irag, sad last June that areduction of 20,000 US troops is possible next yesr.
Then on 27 July 2005, Generd George Casey (top US commander in Irag) said a consderable



drawdown of forces could start next year under the right conditions: that Iraq’ s political process
(drafting a condtitution and nationd eections) remain on track and that the terrorist insurgency didn’t
grow.

Since then, the top American commander in the Middle East, Genera John P. Abizaid, head of the
Pentagon’ s Central Command, presented a plan to gradually reduce US forces by maybe 20,000 to
30,000 troops by next spring if conditions on the ground per mitted But at the sametime he dso
warned that US troop levels may have to be maintained through 2006.

All of this optimistic news came to an abrupt end when on August 11" President Bush dismissed the
gatements of histop generds as’speculation.” He dated: “ The decison findly will be made by me—
upon the recommendation of Gen. Casey through Secretary Rumsfeld to me.”

So much for hopes of troop withdrawa. Then, asif to pound the find nail in the coffin of optimism,
Generd Peter Schoomaker, Army chief of staff, announced on August 20™ that the army is planning for
four moreyearsin Irag. Lt. Gen. James Lovelace, the Army’ s deputy chief of staff, told FOX News
that the Army will be able to keep 100,000 troops in Irag for the next four years. But there wasa
catch. To do this, Lovelace said, some troops would have to go through three or four rotations — three
or four years of duty in Iraqg.

Rather than reduce troops, it looks like an increase of troopsistaking place. The first category of
increase is supposed to be temporary during the October condtitutional referendum and the December
15" parliamentary eection. This increase was announced in late August to be some 20,000 troops to
bring the total to amost 160,000. (A temporary increase of this nature took place during Irag’'s
presidentia election last January.) Thisisto be accomplished by overlapping rotation periods, which
means some soldierswill have to serve more than ayear on their rotation.

In the wake of the troop shortage experienced during Hurricane Katrina, Lt. Gen. John Vinestold
reporters on September 2™ that troops would be built to about 140,000 during the dections. That
would only be an increase of 2,000 instead of 20,000. It may be possible that Vines mis-spoke, or
was misunderstood, but | have seen no correction. It was reported, however, that a senior military
gpokesman in Irag had no explanation for the lower number.

That may be only atemporary increase during dections, but there seems to be another increase of a
more permanent nature. Requests have been made for a permanent increase of 700 troopsto help
manage the risng number of detainees. US military detention centersin Irag now hold over 10,800
prisoners, compared to 5,400 in September of last year.

RECRUITING PROBLEMS & PRACTICES

Recruiting and reenlisting are needed to maintain the required military personnd leves. If thoselevels
are not maintained at afunctiona leve, the possibility of adraft looms closer.

There are not alot of details on how well recruiting gods have been achieved recently. During his
August 11™ speech, Bush said that all active-duty branches would meet their reenlisiment godl's this
year and that the Army met its July god for new active-duty recruits. This Statement is deceptive



because he is mixing gpples and oranges — reenlisment goals and recruiting goas — and he mentions
nothing about the Nationad Guard or Reserves. Neither did he mention that Army officids, in spite of
meseting their July recruitment target, do not expect to meet their annua recruitment gods this year.
Bush just picked what served his purpose from the entire recruitment/reenlistment picture and ignored
the rest.

Here iswhat has been published:

. Reenlistment —annud reenlisment gods for the Regular Army. Army Nationd
Guard, and Army Reserves have dl been met or exceeded (107% for the Regular
Army). Reenligment goas for the other military branches have dso been met.

. Recruiting — actud recruiting has falen short of the yearly gods for the Regular Army.
Army National Guard, and Army Reserves.

. There seams to be no recent information available for the Marines.

Asfor the future, Generd Peter Schoomaker, Army chief of staff, said that next year “may be the
toughest recruiting environment yet.” Againg that backdrop, moderate democratsin the legidature
have introduced a bill to increase the Army’s size by 80,000 troops over four years.

RISING OPPOSITION TO IRAQ WAR

Some hope may be gleaned from the gtiffening of resstance to American troopsbeing in Irag. One
form of objection has been state governors and other state officids complaining thet their sate’'s
Nationa Guard forces have been so depleted that response to amagjor natural disaster, such as aforest
fire or hurricane, would be severely hampered. Lt. Col. Pete Schneider of the Louisiana Nationa
Guard was one. In October 2004, the Louisiana Nationd Guard went to Iraq taking with them vita
equipment such as high-water vehicles, humvees, refudlers, and generators. On thefirst of last month
(August 1%), Schneider said: “The Nationd Guard needs that equipment back home to support the
homeland security misson.” He said they have enough to get by and that if they were hit by a hurricane
the neighboring states had agreed to help. But Schneider waan't thinking of the likes of Hurricane
Katrinawhich hit about three weeks later. When the emergency created by that disaster dies down,
epecidly in light of the federd government’ s poor response, there will undoubtedly be stronger
grounds for governors to demand that their Nationad Guard return home.

Oppostion to the US occupation of Irag isdso rigng in the new Iragi government. Y esterday
(September 13™) Irag’'s Nationa Sovereignty Committee, composed of 18 legidators elected last
January, laid the legal groundwork for asking the US to withdraw itstroops. It issued a 4-page report
requesting that a timetable be set for withdrawing the “ occupation forces’ (the first time that term has
been used in officid circles). Two other requests in the report were (1) for the United Nations to pass
aresolution recognizing Irag as a sovereign country, and (2) to repeal an order by the US Codlition
Provisona Authority which gives foreign nationds immunity from prosecution in Iragi courts.

A month earlier (August 14™) it had become public knowledge that the Bush adminigtration had
ggnificantly lowered its expectations for democracy in lrag. Facing the crisis during the drafting of



Iraq’ s congtitution, it became apparent that it was not possible to set up atrue democracy in which the
mgority of the people would be free from serious security and economic risks and with a sdlf-
supporting oil indudtry.

Some of the other concessions the US has been forced to make are:

. Infrastructure will not be rebuilt as envisoned. (Many of Baghdad's 6-million
population are without ectricity for daysin 120-degree weether. The water system,
which has hundreds of thousands of leeks, is ill polluted by raw sewage and requires
eectricity for pumping.)

. Irag’ s congtitution will require that civil laws comply with Idamic law — Irag will be
some form of Idamic republic.

. The rights of women will not be fully redized.

. It is not possible to forge nationd unity behind a condtitution.

. The insurgency will not be fully defested before America leaves.

These new occupation goals may be hopeful in getting troops out of Irag sooner and forestaling the
possibility of adraft. What it will mean for Irag, however, is not so predictable and may not be so
optimidgtic.
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